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PENTECOST XVII                   Proper 21                      September 27, 2020   

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

_______________________________________________________  

source of his authority by the chief priests and elders. They are anxious to trap him into admitting that 

he is claiming to be the Messiah. If they can get him to do so, they will have him cornered and will 

proceed to undermine his legitimacy and the faith of the crowds of people coming to hear him. If they 

can stop him at this point, there will be no need to crucify him later because he will no longer be a threat.  

All of this is occurring because they feel their position is under attack from a peasant rabble-rouser. 

These are the same people who are collaborating with the Romans and are committed to maintaining 

public order. At the time when they challenged Jesus, he actually had the upper hand because he 

occupied the temple and would only leave when he was ready to do so of his own accord. 

The political legitimacy and authority of the priestly 

was itself w

of land in Judea and beyond, making them virtually identical with the rich, powerful landowners who 

(were) 

to carry out their wishes. 

These people r by inquiring: who do 

you say that you are? Jesus knows exactly what they are up to and his answer comes in the form of another 

question, this time directed to his challengers:  Did 

his baptism come from heaven or did it have a human origin? 

John were cousins, each appeared out of nowhere, and both performed a ministry that meant a great 

deal to a lot of people. Jesus knew well enough that neither he nor John had any human authority. They 

authority, it had to be from God. Credentials, licensing, advanced academic degrees and the power of 

the Great Sanhedrin. the highest council of the ancient Jews ---- none of this was of any interest to God. 

ty. 

divine authority, Jesus will ask why did they not believe him, and if they deny it, the crowd will revolt 

against them, since they believed that Jo

he and John were sent by God to Israel and that this generation has rejected both of them. 



2 
 

So, a parable is in order here to reinforce the message. In the Parable of the Two Sons: one of them obeys, 

and one does not obey his father. This parable is itself part of a long tradition that begins in the Bible 

with the story of Cain and Abel and continues from there to include Jacob and Esau, Joseph and his 

brothers, Aaron and Moses, and David and his brothers. There are in this 

son who 

lso about the Messiah who was standing unknown in their 

 

 and Pharisees 

failed the test. When people say  to God the Father  to the least, 

message of Jesus. The Pharisees actually avoided the kind of people God has special regard for: the poor, 

the sick, the lonely, the imprisoned, the ignored, the fringe groups in any society. John the Baptist 

preached that God wanted exactly those people in the kingdom and piety was worth nothing unless 

combined with real acts of kindness and generosity to those people most frequently forgotten and left 

out. 

One of the things suggested in the parable relates to what we should be doing today to challenge the 

powers of the present world with the news that Jesus is indeed the Messiah and our Lord and Savior. 

When we see this connection between the challenge of Jesus and the reality of life in the 21st century, 

we better understand the context in which this exchange between the chief priests and Jesus occurred 

and its importance in understanding discipleship. 

If we look to the teaching of the parable itself, we find its primary feature to be the notion that God 

arance are 
st 

--- 

external appearances are cheap; what co

confronted in  

In the words of the psalmist: 
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Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 
   teach me your paths. 

Lead me in your truth, and teach me, 
   for you are the God of my salvation; 
   for you I wait all day long. 

Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love, 
   for they have been from of old. 

Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions;  
   according to your steadfast love remember me, 
    LORD! 

Thanks be to God. 

Amen 
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